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Dear Principal,

Please find attached our School Request for Support Form. This form should be completed if your school is
seeking support for a child currently open to the East Limerick Children’s Disability Network Team. For the form
to be accepted for review, it must be:

e Signed by the child’s parent(s)/legal guardian(s), the school principal, and the class teacher

e Fully completed

e Accompanied by the child’s most recent Student Support Plan (if the child is currently receiving this level
of support under the Continuum of Support). **In order for us to action a School Request For Support,
we must receive the Student Support Plan.**

¢ Incomplete forms or those missing required signatures or documentation will be returned to the school

for resubmission.

Please note this form is to request school support only. If the concerns are at home, parents/caregivers can make
a direct request for support by contacting the East Limerick Children’s Disability Network Team (CDNT) on (061)
603400 or by emailing elcs.reception@avistaclg.ie

East Limerick CDNT is an interdisciplinary team, which can provide universal and targeted supports for children’s
participation in school. Support in response to a School Request for Support can take a variety of forms,
depending on the needs identified. This may include:

e Telephone consultation with school staff to discuss concerns and provide advice or recommendations.

e Signposting to relevant resources, training or other services that may support the child and school.

e Aschool visit/observation, where this is considered appropriate by the team.

e Advice and recommendations regarding strategies and supports that can be implemented within the
school environment.

The team will review the information provided and determine the most appropriate form of support based on
the child’s needs and the information available.

Other Organisations and Support for Schools:

e National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS)

o NEPS is the primary source of support for schools in relation to any child’s learning, behaviour,
social and emotional development in school. NEPS also provides whole school training through
their service. NEPS have a range of resources on their website to support schools’ understanding
and support of learning differences, managing reluctant attendance, wellbeing, transitioning to
post-primary school, sensory activities, to name a few. Schools should contact their NEPS
psychologist directly. If a school does not have an assigned NEPS psychologist at present, please
note this on the School Request for Support Form.

e National Council for Special Education (NCSE)

o Behaviour: To supports schools’ understanding and reframing of behaviour, it is strongly advised
that school staff review the NCSE Relate document and related resources on
https://ncse.ie/relate. To further support staff understanding of this document, webinars are
available through NCSE Teacher Professional Learning Portal.

o Speech and Language: Staff should review the NCSE’s publication ‘Visual Supports within an
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Inclusive Learning Environment’. Further courses such as Lamh and Irish Sign Language are
offered by the NCSE also.

o Visiting Teacher Service. Visiting Teachers are available for students who are Deaf/Hard of
Hearing or Blind/Visually Impaired. Schools can contact the NCSE directly to access this support:
https://ncse.ie/visiting-teacher-support

o The Special Education Needs Organizer (SENO) supports the parents/guardians and school staff
to ensure that children with special educational needs receive the supports they are entitled to.
Schools and parents/guardians can find details of their local SENO on https://ncse.ie/special-
educational-needs-organiser-seno

o Teacher Professional Learning: The NCSE provides staff training on behaviour, sensory,
transitions, newly opened Autism classes, inclusive teaching and learning. For further
information see https://ncse.ie/tpl. Examples of courses for schools include Fundamentals of
Structured TEACCH, Understanding and Supporting Behaviour, An Introduction to NCSE Relate,
etc.

e Autism Good Practice Guidance for Schools Supporting Children and Young People.

o All school staff supporting Autistic children should review the Autism Good Practice Guidance

for Schools Supporting Children and Young People (Government of Ireland 2022).
e local Education Centre

o Please review the school’s local education centre for upcoming courses for school staff, see
https://www.lec.ie/courses-limerick-education-centre.html?start=30 for Limerick education
centre.

To ensure sufficient time is allowed for the team to review documentation, schedule to visit the school,
provide relevant recommendations and supports to staff, and allow time for staff to implement supports,
the final date for submission of the School Request for Support Form is 1%t May for Primary and Special
Schools, and 1° April for Post-Primary Schools.

When the form has been returned, an acknowledgement will be provided and the form will be discussed
with the team working with this child/young person. Please note there may be a wait time for support. We
will inform you of the next steps via phone/email/letter.

Please note: All requests for support from schools must come through this channel. We will not accept
direct emails or phone calls from school staff regarding requests for intervention. All correspondence must
be co-signed by parents.

Yours sincerely,

East Limerick Children’s Disability Network Team (CDNT)

Thank you for taking time to complete this form.
When it has been returned, an acknowledgement will be provided and the form will be discussed with the team working with this child/young
person. Please note there may be a wait time for support. We will inform you of the next steps via phone/email/letter.
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School Request for Support Form

East Limerick Children’s Services follows the Family Centred Practice model of service delivery.
This means that all supports are offered to families based on a child’s needs and parental priories
for their child and family. The Individualised Family Support Plan (FSP) agreed with the family is
integral to providing supports and supports for schools can be added to the plan to reflect a

child’s goals in terms of school and family priorities.

Child’s name: D.O.B
Parent’s names: Home
Address:
Phone no:
School Information
School name:
Is your school in receipt | Yes No School
of NCSE’s Sustained In- Phone no.
School Therapy?
Address of school: Email:
Class/ special provision: Teacher
Name:

Please outline the student’s strengths/abilities:

Please list the three primary areas of concern you have about the student and how these are

impacting on his/her school day: (i.e. difficulties with functional mobility, play skills, communication, sensory
regulation, activities of daily living, etc. but please be as specific as possible with answers)

1

Thank you for taking time to complete this form.
When it has been returned, an acknowledgement will be provided and the form will be discussed with the team working with this child/young
person. Please note there may be a wait time for support. We will inform you of the next steps via phone/email/letter.
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What strategies have you already tried to address this need and were they effective?

What resources or supports are available within the school day to help implement strategies? (i.e.
equipment, programmes, support staff, space available etc.)

What trainings or supports have you requested from NEPS and the NCSE in relation to the reason
for referral? If you do not have a NEPS psychologist assigned to your school, please note that
here.

What outcomes would you like the child to achieve from East Limerick CDNT input?

This referral must be discussed directly with the parent and co-signed by the parent/guardian

Has this referral been discussed with parents/guardian Yes No
Has consent been sought for making this request? Yes No
Parent’s Signature: Date:
Teacher’s Signature: Date:
Principal’s Signature: Date:

Please return the completed form to the East Limerick CDNT via email

elcs.reception@avistaclg.ie

Thank you for taking time to complete this form.
When it has been returned, an acknowledgement will be provided and the form will be discussed with the team working with this child/young
person. Please note there may be a wait time for support. We will inform you of the next steps via phone/email/letter.
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The Class Teacher:

Children with special educafional needs may follow a differenfiofed cumiculurm or
a Student Support Fle [35F).

Primary and Confinuing Community Care Service (PCCC) are the main providers of
support for children with physical, social, emofional, communicafion and behavioural
needs. The service is usvally the first point of contact for children when concems arise regarding

for support for children in schoaol should be submifted, with consent from the child’s parents/

The Special Frcwin.ie.qdd'rricmal te«_:c:hing to children with sf)eeicl e«?uc:a’ricmul neads. This rmay =, thewr d lopment.
Education Teacher | e within the class or in a separate room. 3ET's work with class teachers and other
professionals fo assess, support and monitor the child’s needs and progress in - :
(SET) school. } — PCCC services are offered fo children and young people who have some difficulfies in relafion to
= ther overal development, including mental health. These services include Psychology, Speech
The Special Meeds | 5NAs are a school based resource ta provide additional assistance to children = and Language Therapy, Occupational Therapy and Physistherapy.
Assistant (SNA) within the schocl who have significant core needs. This may include eating/ =
drinking. toileting. support with physical mokiity or provision of medication. SNA : Further defails can be found hers:
EEEEEE LR AR S i B0 E s T e e o bitpc e hseleiengisanices isi2ipimareare/ooteamsi cigrapctsl
independence through supported parficipation in selff-care tasks.
There are a range of ways o access PCCC services including self refemal from a child’s parent or
Access to a Special Need Assistant is at the discrefion of the Principal based on a via GP, AMO or PHN
child's care needs.
Schools who Access to a four day inifial fraining course for staff in fhe special class. Cn North Tipperary Children’s Services is a Children’s Disability Metwork Team {CDNT)
Established their EE R E I S EE e iSRS 2 E TR s LT L S e offering services to children with complex needs due to a physical and/ or intellectual
- First Special theoughout the year. Schook are also e.nflrled to an Exceptional Closure’ day to disabil d/ tis to th f18 " _ hool i L
I enable ol staff to attend additional fraining on aufism. isability and; or autism up to the oge of [or on leaving school). The interdisciplinary
h" c C!css fo‘_ Children teamn includes Psychologists, Speech ond Longuage Therapists, Occupational Therapists,
. r =] with Autism Physiotherapists, Murses, Social Workers and an Early Intervention Educator.

‘ S5 Teacher Catalogue of speciclised fraining covering @ rangs of topics including supporing The service works in partnership with families based on a ‘family centred practice” [FCF) model of
E Professional children with autism, posifive b=haviour management, assistive fechnology ete. § N service defivery. FCP recognises that the wellbsing and development of the child is dependent
= Learning Events Further details can be found here: hitps//nose jeforschoolk/connectfeachar 2 on the wellbsing of all family memioers and so the family as o whole. Thersfore, all suppors

o profestisnallecrning-events -catalogue § -z offered by the service are provided to children/ young people and their family based on family

-.% g [ g £ priofities. These supports may include individual cppointments in the centre, ot home or in

5 | NCSE special The NCSE has @ numiber of dedicated teachers who provides advice/ support to E 5= 8 school; parent education workshops and courses and group work with children/ young people

w Advisory Service schools in @ wide range of areas including general inclusion. supporing posifive = 2 % E with similar needs/ difficuliiss.

E‘ leehaviour, autism, primory language difficulties, complex needs, dyspraxia, down = % E H E

S syndrome and assistive technology. Further details ore availabls hers &84 The service operates based on the 12 principles of the Progressing Disakbility Services Fraogramme

,3 ttpeiwany sees je incsecupoort - 8 E g E for Children's Disakilify Services and the Cutcomes Framework. More information on this

T:l:\ “ - p!_‘og'umme can .be found hi.zre:

c Visiting Teacher Provides direct support for children who are blind/ visually impoired and deaf/ : : -

= Service hard of hearing and their feachers. Contact details are ovailakle here: . B i i - .

2 I . The Service can be confacted by phone on 047 40130 or e-mail recepficonnics@hsejis. Requests
hitec/incesioivi contact datailz o

Special
Educational
Needs Organiser

The SENC supperts the child's parents/ guardians and school staff to ensure that
children with special educational needs receive the supporis they are entitled fo.
Contact details for SENO's can be found here: waw.nose is

guardians, on the “School Reguest for Support’ form which can be reguested from the North
Tipperary Children Servicas.

Access fo North Tipperary Children's Services is by refermal from a child’s parents /guardians, GF,
AMO, Poediafrician, Allied Health Professional, PHN or NEPS Psychologist.

MEPS is the primary source of support for schools when they have concemns about a child's
social and emofional well-being. behaviour or leaming in school. NEPs Psychologists work in
parinership with teachers, parenis and children to identify educafional needs. Their services are
provided based on the school's total allocation of hours.

HEFS support is provided throwgh a system known as the "Confineum of Support’ which works ot three
differant levels — in primary schools the levek are called 'Clossroom Support”, “School Support” and
School Support Plus’. In post primary schook the three levels of support are called “Support for Al
‘School Support [for some)” and ‘School Support Plus (for a few]”.

MEFS psychologists are most ikely to engage in direct work with the students, parent and feachers af
School Support Plus level. Further detail on the confinuum of support is availakle on gy education j=

Access fo NEPS is made by request through the school.

o
=]

CHILD & ADOLESCENT
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

CAMHS provide mental health services to young people and their families who are
experiencing moderate fo severe mental health difficulfies. It is ovailable to children up
to the age of 18 whose mental health difficulfies ore affecting their akility to function in their dory
fo doy activities. The mulli-disciplinary team is led by a Consulfant Psychiatrist.

CAMHS-ID provides services to children with a moderate to severe infellectual disobility ond o co-
moroid moderate to severa mental health disceder.

Both services provide support to children and young people with difficulfies that may include:
depression, arxiety, eating disorders, psychosis and Attenfion Deficit Hyperacfivity Disorder.
Sometimes these difficulties are noticeakbls by persistent feslings of sadness, wonry, siress,
concenirafion issues or defiberate self-harm.

Contact Details for Limerick Central CAMHS: 041 — 4283388

Access fo a CAMHS service is by refemal from a child's GFP or Poedialrician
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