
Starting Primary School

Children with Special 

Educational Needs
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An Information Session for 
Parents/Guardians



Today’s Session

How to choose a 
school

How to enrol your child

How to plan and prepare 

for this change 

Workshop

The transition to primary 

school



Who We Are – What We Do

 Support schools

 Support parents

 Provide information

 Carry out research and advise

the Minister for Education
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NCSE Regional Support Teams 

Schools & 
Families

SENOs

Visiting 
Teachers

Advisors
for 

Teachers
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SENOs will issue individual letters to 
parents/guardian based on the 

submission by a parent/guardian to the 
relevant email address.

Email: parentsnotify@ncse.ie

These letters serve the purpose of 
providing parents/guardians with early 

clarity on their child’s eligibility for a 
special class or special school.

The letter for special school placement 
must be read in tandem with the 
designation of the special school. 

Parents/guardians will be advised to 
provide a copy with their application to 

a school on completion by the SENO

The letter is not a guarantee of 
placement but of eligibility to be placed 

in a special class or special school 
(subject to designation) 

The letter does not replace standard 
applications to schools for placement 

but can accompany an application to a 
special class or special school

The letter does not indicate eligibility 
for transport - a separate application is 

made by the school on behalf of the 
parent/guardian to the SENO at a later 

point in time

Forward Planning for School Placements
Circular 80-2024

mailto:parentsnotify@ncse.ie


The NCSE process does not alter the Admissions 
processes for schools. 

Schools can continue to run waiting lists and 
parents/guardians should not be precluded from 

waiting lists or placement offers on the basis of the 
circular

School places continue to be offered in alignment with 
schools Admissions notices and policies

NCSE letters of eligibility have been introduced in order 
to support parents and schools and should not inhibit a 

school’s admissions process. 

School that have already commenced their admissions 
process should continue to accept applications and 

apply their admissions policy to each. 

If a school that has received applications without the 
NCSE letter and is unclear as to eligibility, they can, with 

parental consent request that they forward report to 
the local SENO in order to verify eligibility. 

Having the letter is a measure to assist and should not 
be a determining factor in the offering of placement to 

applicants. 

NCSE will issue a direct correspondence to all schools 
nationwide to clarify this for schools

Circular 0080/2024 – Forward 
Planning for Special Education 

Provision



Circular 0080/2024 – Forward Planning for 
Special Education Provision



Choosing a School
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Enrolment

 Enrolment polices and admission 
notice include deadlines 



Placement Options 

Mainstream

Local school

Class size

Class teacher

SNA 

(if essential)  

Special 
Class 

Local or nearest 
school

Small class size

Special Class teacher

SNA

Professional report 
and recommendation

Special 
School

Local or nearest 
school

Small class size

Class teacher

SNA

Professional report 
and recommendation
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Getting the Right Support in 

School 
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Step 1: 
Identifying 

Needs

Step 2: 

Setting goals

Step 3:

Planning 
approachesStep 4:

Organising 
classroom 

support 

Step 5: 
Organising & 

Providing 
Additional 
Support

Step 6:

Monitoring, 
Recording and 

Reviewing 
Progress



Roles of School Staff

Class 
Teachers

Every Student

Educational 
Needs

Differentiate

Monitor 
Progress

Special 
Education 
Teachers

Some Students

Additional Needs

Differentiate

Monitor 
Progress

Special 
Needs 

Assistants 

Some Students

Care Needs

Do not teach

Monitor 
Progress
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Getting the Support

Special 
Education 
Teaching

Special Needs 
Assistant

Needs NOT Diagnosis                  

No Application
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Getting the Support
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Assistive 
Technology

Diagnosis

Professional Recommendation

Essential for Education

SENO Recommends

Department of Education 
Decides

Special 
Transport

Diagnosis

Specialised Placement

SENO Reports

Department of Education 
Decides



Other Key People in Your Child’s 

Education

SENOs liaise with each of these services
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NCSE resources to support 

transition to Primary School
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https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/NCSE-Preparing-Young-Children-for-Primary-School-1.pdf


To Summarise

 Send a consent form and 

Report to the NCSE

 Enrol to schools and 

be aware of deadlines

 Contact your SENO

for support and advice
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Questions and Evaluations

It’s time to Answer Questions.


