
Starting Primary School

Children with Special 

Educational Needs
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An Information Session for 
Parents/Guardians



We’d like to tell you about ……

1) who we are and what we do 

2) educational supports available for children 

3) how supports are made available

…  and we’ll try to answer your questions 

Today’s Session
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Who We Are – What We Do

 Support schools

 Support parents

 Provide information: 

https://ncse.ie/information-booklets-pamphlets-2

 Carry out research and advise

the Minister for Education

and Skills
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Support During Covid-19 

Restrictions

 The NCSE continues to provide vital 

supports to schools, parents and students. 

 Extraordinary Times 



NCSE Local Support teams 

Schools & 
Families

SENOs

Visiting 
Teachers

Advisors
for 

Teachers
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SENOs for Limerick  

 Geraldine Sheehy 01-6033424

 Marie Clifford 01-6033251

 Deirdre Foley 01-6033302

 Kathleen Fenton 01-6033291

 Marian Cody 01-6033252

 Eileen Turpin 01-6033437
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Placement Options 

Mainstream

Local school

Class size

Class teacher

SNA 

(if essential)  

Special 
Class 

Local or nearest 
school

Small class size

Class teacher

SNA

Special 
School

Local or nearest 
school

Small class size

Class teacher

SNA
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Roles of School Staff

Class 
Teachers

Every Student

Educational 
Needs

Differentiate

Monitor 
Progress

Special 
Education 
Teachers

Some Students

Additional Needs

Differentiate

Monitor 
Progress

Special 
Needs 

Assistants 

Some Students

Care Needs

Do not teach

Monitor 
Progress
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Getting the Right Support in 

School 
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Step 1: 
Identifying 

Needs

Step 2: 

Setting goals

Step 3:

Planning 
approachesStep 4:

Organising 
classroom 

support 

Step 5: 
Organising & 

Providing 
Additional 
Support

Step 6:

Monitoring, 
Recording and 

Reviewing 
Progress



Getting the Support

Special 
Education 
Teaching

Special Needs 
Assistant

Needs NOT Diagnosis                  

No Application
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Getting the Support
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Assistive 
Technology

Diagnosis

Professional Recommendation

Essential for Education

SENO Recommends

Department of Education 
Decides

Special 
Transport

Diagnosis

Specialised Placement

SENO Reports

Department of Education 
Decides



Other Key People in Your Child’s 

Education

SENOs liaise with each of these services
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NCSE resources to support 

transition to Primary School

13

https://ncse.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/NCSE-Preparing-Young-Children-for-Primary-School-1.pdf


To Summarise

 Apply in Writing

 Contact your SENO

 Share Information
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Questions and Evaluations

It’s time to Answer Questions.

Please take some time to complete 
this evaluation.


